BEP UTILIZATION PLAN REVIEW DECISION

Agency Name: CMS

To: MOLLY NEAL AND SUSAN HARTMAN

PBC Number: 13-76329

Solicitation Title: FRESH HAMS (3% GOAL)

Prime Contractor: ADVANCED COMMODITIES INC
Subcontractor: NONE

Received Date: 9/17/13

Decision Date: 9/30/13

Prepared By: LESLIE TAYLOR

Utilization Plan deemed RESPONSIVE

Utilization Plan deemed NON-RESPONSIVE, for the following reason(s)

Utilization Plan is not signed.

Utilization Plan is not notarized.

Utilization Plan does not contain award amount.

Utilization Plan does not contain subcontractor amount or percentage.
Utilization Plan does not specify the scope of work in detail.

Utilization Plan listed vendors that have applied for BEP certification where no application
currently exists.

Utilization Plan listed BEP certified vendors that are no longer certified.
Utilization Plan does not contain an acceptable good faith effort.

Utilization Plan is incomplete, missing responses and/or pages.




Comments: 9/30/13 ADVANCED COMMODITIES INC SUBMITTED A U-PLAN UTILIZING THE
GOOD FAITH EFFORT. ADVANCED COMMODITIES INC SELECTED THE COMMODITY CODE
5147519. THERE WERE FIVE BEP CERTIFIED VENDORS ON THE LIST AND ADVANCED
COMMODITIES CONTACTED ALL OF THE VENDORS. | CONTACTED THE BEP VENDORS AND
THEIR RESPONSES WERE: CRISTINA FOODS INC, CONTACT PERSON IS CESAR DOVALINA
(OWNER) - OUT OF OFFICE BETWEEN 9/25/13 THRU 10/7/13. LEFT A MESSAGE ON 9/30/13.
MAKOWSKI REAL SAUSAGE COMPANY: CALLED AND LEFT A MESSAGE ON 9/30/13 FOR
NICOLE MAKOWSKI. PURELY GOURMET MEAT CO. PAANI FOOD INC., SPOKE TO
SCHOLASTICA PHILLIPPA AKEM (OWNER) STATED SHE HAD TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES BUT
DID FOLLOW UP WITH ADVANCE COMMODITIES BUT MISSED THE DUE DATE. PURELY
GOURMET MEAT CO., MARIBEL MISILLAMI, DID RECEIVE CALL FROM ADVANCED
COMMODITIES AND INDICATED SHE DID NOT SUPPLY THE TYPES OF HAMS ADVANCED WAS
LOOKING FOR BUT DID TELL ADVANCED THAT SHE WOULD RESEARCH AND FIND THE TYPE
OF HAMS AND GET BACK TO ADVANCED. SHE STATED SHE HAD BEEN OUT OF THE OFFICE
FOR THE THREE DAYS LAST WEEK. WORLD LINK TRADING LTD, CALLED WENDY CHENG AND
LEFT A MESSAGE ON 9/30/13. ADVANCED DOCUMENTED THE GOOD FAITH EFFORT
APPROPRIATELY. | AM DEEMING THIS U-PLAN RESPONSIVE.




BEP COUNCIL WAIVER REQUEST DETERMINATION

Name of Vendor Requesting a Waiver: ADVANCED COMMODITIES INC

Agency or University initiating the Procurement activity: CMS

Name of authorized individual making determination: LESLIE TAYLOR

30 ILCS 575/7(3) Sec. 7 Exemptions and waivers subsection {3) states: “Waivers. Where a
particular contract requires a contractor to meet a goal established pursuant to this Act, the contractor
shall have the right to request a waiver from such requirements.” The Council or its delegate “shall grant
the waiver where the contractor demonstrates that there has been made a good faith effort to comply
with the goals for participation by business owned by minorities, females and persons with disabilities.”
CMS will review Vendor’s documented efforts consistent with the factors listed in Section A, below, and
may also, where applicable, consider whether the ability of other bidders to meet the contract goal
suggests that good faith efforts could have resulted in Vendor meeting the goal.

The Council or its delegate has determined the waiver request is either Granted (Section A), oris
Not Granted (Section B), as described below.

A. A Waiver is Granted

A waiver is hereby granted as a result of a determination that the Vendor made a good faith
effort to contact BEP certified vendors to inquire as to their availability to participate as subcontractors
in providing products and services under the contemplated contract.

In support of the granting of this waiver, a determination was made that vendor made good
faith effort to {check all that apply):

1. Contact the Business Enterprise Bureau “prior to need and requested referrals from the certified
vendor list and from any other list maintained by the Bureau. In evaluating whether Vendor has
made good faith efforts in utilizing a requested certified vendor list either from the Bureau or on
its own efforts, the factors below may be considered were applicable:

X Utilize the Sell2illinois website: www.Sell2.illinois.gov to identify BEP certified
vendors. {6.1.9).
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X Selecting portions of the work to be performed by BEP certified vendors in order
to increase the likelihood that the goal will be achieved. This includes, where
appropriate, breaking out contract work items into economically feasible units
to facilitate BEP certified vendor participation, even when the Vendor might
otherwise prefer to perform these work items with its own forces. {(6.1.2).

X Making a portion of the work available to BEP certified vendors and selecting
those portions of the work or material needs consistent with their availability,
so as to facilitate BEP certified vendor participation. {6.1.3).

0 Negotiating in good faith with interested BEP certified vendors. Evidence of
such negotiation must include the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of
BEP certified vendors that were considered; a description of the information
provided regarding the plans and specifications for the work selected for
subcontracting and evidence as to why additional agreements could not be
reached for BEP certified vendors to perform the work. A Vendor using good
business judgment may consider a number of factors in negotiating with BEP
certified vendors and may take a firm’s price and capabilities into consideration.
The fact that there may be some additional costs involved in finding and using
BEP certified vendors may not be in itself sufficient reason for a Vendor’s failure
to meet the goal, as long as such costs are reasonable. Vendors are not
required to accept higher quotes from BEP certified vendors if the price
difference is excessive or unreasonable. (6.1.4).

O Making efforts to assist interested BEP certified vendors in obtaining lines of
credit or insurance as required by the Agency/University. (6.1.6).

O Making efforts to assist interested BEP certified vendors in obtaining necessary
equipment, supplies, materials, or related assistance or services. {6.1.7).

N Thoroughly investigating the capabilities of BEP certified vendors and not
rejecting them as unqualified without documented reasons. The BEP certified
vendor’s memberships in specific groups, organizations, or associations and
political or social affiliations are not legitimate causes for the rejection or non-
solicitation of bids and proposals in the Vendor's efforts to meet the goal.
{6.1.5).

2. Advertise in the Official State Newspaper or a local newspaper. When evaluating good
faith efforts in advertising for the recruitment of interested BEP certified vendors, the
following factor below may be considered where applicable:

- Soliciting through all reasonable and available means {e.g., attendance at a
vendor conference, advertising and/or written notices) the interest of BEP
certified vendors that have the capability to perform the work of the contract.
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The Vendor must solicit this interest within sufficient time to allow the BEP
certified vendors to respond to the solicitation. The Vendor must determine
with certainty if the BEP certified vendors are interested by taking appropriate
steps to follow up initial solicitations and encourage them to submit a bid or
proposal. The Vendor must provide interested BEP certified vendors with
adequate information about the plans, specifications, and requirements of the
contract in a timely manner to assist them in responding promptly to the
solicitation. {6.1.1).

3. Contact appropriate organizations such as unions, contractor associations, and MBE,
FBE, or PBE oriented organizations. When evaluating good faith efforts in the use of
organizations, the factors below may be considered where applicable:

O Effectively using the services of available minority/women community
organizations; minority/women vendors’ groups; local, state, and federal
minority/women business assistance offices; and other organizations that
provide assistance in the recruitment and placement of BEP certified vendors.
{6.1.8}.

4. Description of supporting information relied upon to make this determination:

Comments: 9/30/13 ADVANCED COMMODITIES INC SUBMITTED A U-PLAN UTILIZING
THE GOOD FAITH EFFORT. ADVANCED COMMODITIES INC SELECTED THE COMMODITY
CODE 5147519. THERE WERE FIVE BEP CERTIFIED VENDORS ON THE LIST AND
ADVANCED COMMODITIES CONTACTED ALL OF THE VENDORS. | CONTACTED THE BEP
VENDORS AND THEIR RESPONSES WERE: CRISTINA FOODS INC, CONTACT PERSON IS
CESAR DOVALINA (OWNER) - OUT OF OFFICE BETWEEN 9/25/13 THRU 10/7/13. LEFT A
MESSAGE ON 9/30/13. MAKOWSKI REAL SAUSAGE COMPANY: CALLED AND LEFT A
MESSAGE ON 9/30/13 FOR NICOLE MAKOWSKI. PURELY GOURMET MEAT CO. PAANI
FOOD INC., SPOKE TO SCHOLASTICA PHILLIPPA AKEM (OWNER) STATED SHE HAD
TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES BUT DID FOLLOW UP WITH ADVANCE COMMODITIES BUT
MISSED THE DUE DATE. PURELY GOURMET MEAT CO., MARIBEL MISILLAML, DID
RECEIVE CALL FROM ADVANCED COMMODITIES AND INDICATED SHE DID NOT SUPPLY
THE TYPES OF HAMS ADVANCED WAS LOOKING FOR BUT DID TELL ADVANCED THAT SHE
WOULD RESEARCH AND FIND THE TYPE OF HAMS AND GET BACK TO ADVANCED. SHE
STATED SHE HAD BEEN OUT OF THE OFFICE FOR THE THREE DAYS LAST WEEK. WORLD
LINK TRADING LTD, CALLED WENDY CHENG AND LEFT A MESSAGE ON 9/30/13.
ADVANCED DOCUMENTED THE GOOD FAITH EFFORT APPROPRIATELY. | AM DEEMING
THIS U-PLAN RESPONSIVE.

5. If considered, provide specific examples of other vendors meeting the contract goal and
why other vendors’ success in meeting the goal supports finding this Vendor made a
good faith effort to meet the goal:
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N/A

X For the Reasons Specified in Section (A), A Waiver is Hereby Granted

B. A Waiver is Not Granted

The Council or its delegate has determined Vendor has not “made a good faith effort to comply
with the goals for participation by businesses owned by minorities, females, and persons with

disabilities.”

In support of the decision to not grant Vendor a waiver, a determination was made that Vendor
has not made a good faith effort in the following minimum areas to warrant receiving a waiver {check all

that apply}):

1. Contact the Business Enterprise Bureau “prior to need and requested referrals from the
certified vendor list and from any other list maintained by the Bureau. In evaluating
whether Vendor has made good faith efforts in utilizing a requested certified vendor list
either from the Bureau or on its own efforts, the factors below may be considered were
applicable:

O

0
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Utilize the Sell2lllinois website: www.Sell2.illinois.gov to identify BEP certified
vendors. {6.1.9).

Selecting portions of the work to be performed by BEP certified vendors in order
to increase the likelihood that the goal will be achieved. This includes, where
appropriate, breaking out contract work items into economically feasible units
to facilitate BEP certified vendor participation, even when the Vendor might
otherwise prefer to perform these work items with its own forces. (6.1.2).

Making a portion of the work available to BEP certified vendors and selecting
those portions of the work or material needs consistent with their availability,
50 as to facilitate BEP certified vendor participation. (6.1.3).

Negotiating in good faith with interested BEP certified vendors. Evidence of
such negotiation must include the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of
BEP certified vendors that were considered; a description of the information
provided regarding the plans and specifications for the work selected for
subcontracting and evidence as to why additional agreements could not be
reached for BEP certified vendors to perform the work. A Vendor using good
business judgment may consider a number of factors in negotiating with BEP
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certified vendors and may take a firm’s price and capabilities into consideration.
The fact that there may be some additional costs involved in finding and using
BEP certified vendors may not be in itself sufficient reason for a Vendor’s failure
to meet the goal, as long as such costs are reasonable. Vendors are not
required to accept higher quotes from BEP certified vendors if the price
difference is excessive or unreasonable. (6.1.4).

Making efforts to assist interested BEP certified vendors in obtaining lines of
credit or insurance as required by the Agency/University. (6.1.6).

Making efforts to assist interested BEP certified vendors in obtaining necessary
equipment, supplies, materials, or related assistance or services. (6.1.7).

Thoroughly investigating the capabilities of BEP certified vendors and not
rejecting them as unqualified without documented reasons. The BEP certified
vendor's memberships in specific groups, organizations, or associations and
political or social affiliations are not legitimate causes for the rejection or non-
solicitation of bids and proposals in the Vendor’s efforts to meet the goal.
{6.1.5).

2. Advertise in the Official State Newspaper or a local newspaper. When evaluating good
faith efforts in advertising for the recruitment of interested BEP certified vendors, the
following factor below may be considered where applicable:

O

Soliciting through all reasonable and available means (e.g., attendance at a
vendor conference, advertising and/or written notices} the interest of BEP
certified vendors that have the capability to perform the work of the contract.
The Vendor must solicit this interest within sufficient time to allow the BEP
certified vendors to respond to the solicitation. The Vendor must determine
with certainty if the BEP certified vendors are interested by taking appropriate
steps to follow up initial solicitations and encourage them to submit a bid or
proposal. The Vendor must provide interested BEP certified vendors with
adequate information about the plans, specifications, and requirements of the
contract in a timely manner to assist them in responding promptly to the
solicitation. (6.1.1).

3. Contact appropriate organizations such as unions, contractor associations, and MBE,
FBE, or PBE oriented organizations. When evaluating good faith efforts in the use of
organizations, the factors below may be considered where applicable:

™
Led
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Effectively using the services of available minority/women community
organizations, minority/women vendors’ groups; local, state, and federal
minority/women business assistance offices; and other organizations that
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provide assistance in the recruitment and placement of BEP certified vendors.
{6.1.8).

4, Description of supporting information relied upon to make this determination:
Click here to enter text,

5. If considered, provide specific examples of other vendors meeting the contract goal and
why other vendors’ success in meeting the goal suggests Vendor could have met the
goal had good faith efforts been made:

Click here to enter text,

. For the Reasons Specified in Section (B), A Waiver is Hereby Not Granted

Name of authorized individual making determination: LESLIE TAYLOR

Tett: Tl
Signature of authorized individual making determination&/ P
’/

Date of Determination: Monday, September 30, 2013
Name of Agency Purchasing Officer this was sent to upon completion: NORMA SUTTON

Name of State Purchasing Officer this was sent to upon completion: RONALD WILSON
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